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WOMEN IN COMMUNICATIONS GROUP FORMED ON UM CAMPUS




In 1909, seven women majoring in journalism at the University of Washington 
began to build a national organization that would defend first-amendment rights 
and aid in the advancement of women journalists. The group, called Theta Sigma 
Phi, changed it s  name to Women In Communications Inc. (WICI) in 1972.
The purpose of WICI is  to unite members for promotion of the advancement of 
women in all f ie lds of journalism, recognition of distinguished professional 
achievements, promotion of high professional standards throughout the communications 
industry, and recognition of first-amendment rights and respons ib il it ie s  of 
communi cators.
The number of members grew from 10,000 in 1972 to over 12,000 today. The 
group continues to grow with each passing year, and during this Leap Year i t  is  
returning to the University of Montana.
It  has been 10 years since UM has held membership in the national group and 
now due to the efforts of two women, WICI is  a sanctioned campus organization.
Lori Getter, Missoula, and Cindy Astle, Whitefish, together have invested a 
great deal of time and effort to rekindle the student membership. They have been 
working closely with Michele Wiley, Portland, Ore., who is  an active member of 
WICI, and Sue Soon, Corvallis, 0reo, regional vice president
WICI, open to journalism majors, is  advised by Philip Hess, chairman of the 
Radio/TV department at UMU The group sponsors a number of ac t iv it ie s  such as
(over)
Women in communications--add one
films, guest speaker lectures and discussions on the opportunities in the field of 
journali sm.
Membership requirements of the national organization are a major in any area 
of journalism, enrollment as a full-time student, c lassif ication as an above-average 
student, and a $30 application fee that is  paid only once during college. Once a 
member graduates, she is  e lig ib le  to be a professional member of WICI.
Officers for the campus group are Getter, president; Astle, vice president;
Julie Sullivan, Butte, secretary; and Dawn Larson, B il l in g s ,  treasurer.
Information about the group and it s  act iv it ie s  as a campus and national organization 
can be obtained through the School of Journalism or officers of the group.
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